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The Manhattan Project was the code name for a U.S. 
government program that supported scientists that were 

trying to create an atomic bomb during World War II.

At the beginning of the war in 1939, scientists around the 
world found out that Germany was beginning its own 

experiments to develop an atomic bomb. 

Many scientists from Europe had already fled to the U.S., and 
they brought the knowledge of the atomic bomb with them. 
German scientist Albert Einstein and Italian scientist Enrico 

Fermi wrote a letter to President Roosevelt, warning him about 
the dangers of Germany having an atomic bomb, and asking 

him to start a research team to create a similar weapon. 



The Manhattan Project spanned 
across Canada and the United 
States, but the main three research 
and production facilities were…



Oak Ridge, Tennessee



Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Hanford, Washington



Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Hanford, Washington
Los Alamos, New Mexico



Los Alamos, New Mexico

was selected as the site for Project Y, 
the code name for the main atomic 
bomb scientific laboratory of the 
Manhattan Project.



The most famous scientist who worked on the 
Manhattan project was J. Robert Oppenheimer, who ran 
the main labaratory in Los Alamos, New Mexico. Other 
scientists on the team were Enrico Fermi, Otto Frisch, 
Klaus Fuchs, Niels Bohr, and Edward Teller.



The Manhattan Project started on May 
12, 1942, when President Roosevelt 
signed an order creating a top secret 
project to develop the nuclear weapon. 
It was disbanded on August 15, 1947.



The program was kept top secret so that enemy 
spies would not learn about what the United 
States was doing. Most of the employees had no 
idea what they were working on.



Despite being an ally during WW2, the 
Soviet Union launched an espionage 
effort and a Soviet spy ring was 
established in the 1940s to uncover the 
military secrets of the United States 



There were spies in many departments of the 
Manhattan Project were giving information to the 
Soviet Union. 



Two types of atomic bomb were developed during WW2. The first type 
used the gun-type, where one piece of uranium was fired at another 
piece to produce a chain reaction and then an atomic explosion. 

The second bomb was made as an implosion-type weapon.  That 
means that a sphere of explosive plutonium was placed in the 
middle of the bomb, and the sphere was squeezed inside of the 
bomb until it exploded.



"The Gadget" was the code name given to 
the first ever atomic bomb that was made 
and tested in New Mexico on July 16, 1945.



-The first atomic bomb, "Little Boy", was dropped on the city of Hiroshima 
on August 6, 1945. 60,000 people died instantly, and an estimated 200,000 
died later because of burns and radiation exposure. 

The second atomic bomb, "Fat Man", was dropped on the city of Nagasaki 
three days later, on August 9, 1945. With both bombs, the majority of the 
city was completely destroyed, and thousands of people died instantly. 

-The U.S. decision to bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki did lead to a quick end 
to World War Two, but in doing so, destroyed people, cities, families, and 
future generations to come. 
-

The bombs also led to the atomic age and determined how the next war, 
the Cold War, would be fought. 
-

As well as the immediate effects of the atomic bombs, there are also 
extremely bad long term effects. Direct exposure to the chemicals used in 
the atom bombs, uranium and plutonium, can cause immediate sickness 
and death, but also a higher chance of cancer and birth defects. 
•


