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	The picture above is an artifact from New France, It is a mortar that was used to fend off enemies trying to take over the French land. It was found in Louisborug, Nova Scotia and was from the years 1750-1756. This mortar could launch 132 pound shells 4 kilometres which made this a very powerful weapon. This weapon was used by the French and were also similar to cannons at this time. The story you are about to read was inspired by this artifact from the time of New France.
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	On a cool spring morning just a bit inland from the west coast of Canada a young man named Joseph Berger woke up to a soothing chirping of the birds on the front porch. He then went strait to his workshop where he spent most of his time. In that very spot is where he builds most of his gizmos and contraptions. His latest one was a massive fan used to blow off the dust on the crops grown on his farm. Joseph couldn’t wait for the next day because that is the day his uncle visits. Joseph couldn’t wait to show his uncle what he is working on. 

	The next day he woke up to the same soothing chirping of the birds and he headed out to his workshop again anxious about when his uncle would arrive. Soon after he just completed the fan Joseph’s uncle arrived. Ecstatic Joseph showed his uncle his workshop and the completed fan. Amazed, Joseph’s uncle told him to try it out. Amazingly the fan worked perfectly and that gave an idea to Joseph’s uncle, he wanted Joseph to design an artillery device and make it for the French coast defence, so he asked and of course Joesph said yes. His uncle would leave tomorrow so he then started a prototype for a mortar, this was in his best interest and he had a good idea of what it would look like and how it would function. Days and days past and he had been through a bunch of revisions of the product until he made a mortar that functioned. He tested it out and it shot a shell about 400 meters across his farm. Joseph’s uncle came back to his farm unknowingly and had bad news. He told Joseph that they would be attacked by the British anytime in the next 6 to 7 days and he needed that artillery to defend against them. Joseph then worked harder than he ever had before, going through the night and all day, he produced 10 mortars.
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				The next step was to take these to the battle site Joseph loaded the mortars on to his uncle’s boat and headed towards the Atlantic Ocean. Once they arrived they needed to set up the mortars on the frontline. The army wasn’t so sure about this idea from Joseph’s uncle but he told them that Joseph was special and the best engineer he knew and the army had no time left. Soon the British arrived with locked and loaded cannons, the first shot was fired from the British, “BOOM!” the cannonball hit the grass in front of the giant fortress. One cannon shot comes from the French fortress and hits one of the British ships dead on. Next was the first firing of Joseph’s mortar, “BOOM!” the shell misses and goes into the water, the next shot, “BOOM!” It hits the bow of a ship and it tips onto another ship and sinks both of them. Interestingly those were the only ships that came to fight. This meant that there had to be a big wave coming later.

	Joseph was told to go back home and make revisions to the mortars to make them way more powerful, so he went back home and into his workshop to figure out how to make this mortar shoot super far. So after thinking about it long and hard he had an idea of how he could make this possible. He went through a full redesign of the internals of the mortar to make it shoot further and faster. The first revision worked but was not as far as he needed, it soared across his fields but didn't go incredibly far, it only made it about 800 meters. So on to the next revision he tested he added a bigger chamber for gunpowder and the next shot was incredible, the shell went about 4-5 kilometres and that was the power he needed. The next battle was coming up and nobody knew when it was going to happen again so the Army took Joseph’s mortars to the fortress and prepared them for the next battle.

	Days passed with no sign of British ships and the French army was wondering if this wasn’t going to happen until later that day the ships arrived with the whole British fleet. This was going to be a huge battle, the French fired first sinking one of the British ships. Tons of cannonballs were shot at the fortress and some of them struck the walls.

The French shot the whole line of mortars and sunk a bunch of the British ships but there were still three more standing and with the fortress close to collapsing the French had to sink these fast. “BOOM!” One cannon from the French side hits, “BOOM!” A second cannon shot hits and both of the ships sink but there is one more left. Joseph spotted the ship reloading and he ran into the fortress and up to the top, his uncle told him to never go to the top the fortress during a battle but Joseph knew that he needed to do something. He loaded one of the mortars and waited for the perfect time to shoot, a few seconds before the cannon was fired Joseph fired the mortar and the shell collided with the cannonball and exploded into thousands of shards and the ship was finished off with one more cannonball to the side. The French had come out victorious. 

	As the years go by this place is forever more immortalized by the battle against the British, now the French own all of the east coast alongside the First Peoples. The fort was rebuilt and is now out of commission but what was most important about that battle was the mortar that saved it all. Now these artifacts lay in the hands of the grandchildren of the army and will forever have a piece of history on the soil that cradles... Fort Joseph.

Raymond Lima is a grade 8 from seycove secondary who is a part of the Performance Learning Program. He lives in Vancouver, B.C and likes the outdoors. He has been living in Vancouver for 10 years. He likes to play baseball and also listen to music. This is his final Humanities project for grade 8.
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