


Thig ig Audre Lorde. She wag a poet, a
feminigt, an equal rights activigt and

maore.
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Aq 3 child Audre etruggled with
communication. [ngtead, she expregged
her feelingg through poetry which

i when her ove for words began.

She wrote her firgt poem
in the eighth grade and
continued to find her
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volce.



In the 1960¢, ghe atarted to
publigh her poetry in magazines
and anthologies. The firet volume

of poemg ghe pughed were “The
Firet Citieg”, in 1968,

Her poems covered different topics like civil rights, feminigm, lesbianigm,

ilness, digability, and the exploration of black female identity.



That eame year she got a grant from the
National Endowment for the Arte and
wag able to become a writer in regidence
at Tougaloo College. Thig ia where ghe

recoghized her love of teaching.



She wrote eggays and pregented speecheg

about what ghe believed in, contronting raciem,
gexigm, claggiem and homophobia all through

a feminigt leng.




In 1977, Audre wag diagnosed with breast

cancer. During thig time ghe felt her treatment

experienceg igolating ag a black leshian

women.

[In regponge, she shared her
journey by writing “The
Cancer Journale” (1980),

thie became an influential

ilinegge narrative and won an

award in 198!



Audre accomplished many
thinge in her life and her voice
continueg to echo today. Her

wordg ingpire and remind ug of

the power of gpeaking up.

“When we gpeak we are afraid our words will not
be heard nor welcomed, but when we are gilent we

are otill afraid, o it ig better to gpeak.”
-Audre Lorde



A poet’e voice, strong and clear,
Audre gpoke for all to hear.
For justice, love and equal rights,

Her wordg ingpire, setting the path.

-Makenna Crawford
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