Budge Wilson

THE
METAPHOR

Charlotte’s junior high English class enjoy their teacher’s ‘‘literary
excesses.”” But will Miss Hancock’s methods recetve the same respect
at semior high?

M iss Hancock was plump and unmarried and overenthusias-
' tic. She was fond of peasant blouses encrusted with em-
broidery, from which loose threads invariably dangled. Like a
heavy bird, she fluttered and flitted from desk to desk, inspecting
notebooks, making suggestions, dispensing eager praise. Miss Han-
cock was our teacher of literature and creative writing.

If one tired of inspecting Miss Hancock’s clothes, which were
nearly always as flamboyant as her nature, one could still contem-
plate her face with considerable satisfaction. It was clear that this
was a face that had once been pretty, although cloakroom discus-
sions of her age never resulted in any firm conclusions. In any case,
by now it was too late for simple unadorned prettiness. What time
had taken away from her, Miss Hancock tried to replace by me-
chanical means, and she applied her makeup with an excess of zeal
and a minimum of control. Her face was truly amazing. She was
fond of luminous frosted lipsticks—in hot pink, or something closer
to purple or magenta. Her eyelashes curled up and out singly, like a
row of tiny bent sticks. Surrounding her eyes, the modulations of
color, toners, shadows, could keep a student interested for half an
hour if he or she were bored with a grammar assignment. Her head
was covered with a profusion of small busy curls, which were
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