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No. 12

The Evolution of Japanese Diplomacy .

Diplomacy being in essence the art
or practice of securing advantages in
negotiations between Sovereign States ,
it was natural that the best efforts of
the Foreign Office at Tokyo , after it
was organized in 1869 as a department
of the new Imperial Government ,
should have been directed toward the
removal of all those shackles of un-
equal and one -sided treaties which had
been forced upon the ignorant and in-
timidated feudal authorities . Not
knowing any reason why a nation
should be treated unfairly simply be-
cause it had protected itself by seclu-
sion for over two centuries , all Japa-
nese at first thought that the West-
ern Powers would readily consent to a
reasonable revision of treaties ; but
they soon discovered the impossibility
of solving the problem through relying
solely on the Confucian maxim of ""con-
verting even barbarian peoples with a
sincere word and by respectful con-
duct." The extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion was however finally withdrawn in
1894 , the year in which the Chino - Jap-
anese conflict broke out ; and Japan is
but now , in 1911 , freeing herself from
conventional tariffs .
In the first stage of its diplomatic
experience , therefore , the Tokyo Gov-
ernment could not go much beyond at-
tempting to lose as little as possible
morally and materially . When , for in-
stance , one European minister refused
to bow to the Emperor, à la japonaise ,
he was dismissed from the Court with-
out presentation . But another diplo-
matic representative , tactfully propos-
ing to salute His Majesty either sitting
or standing, as the masters -of- cere-
mony might deem fit , had the distinc-
tion of the first audience with the Jap-
anese sovereign , and incidentally of in-
troducing Western etiquette into the
Imperial Palace .
The emancipation and sending home
of Chinese slaves , brought to Yoko-
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hama by a Peruvian steamer , was amoral asset of Japanese diplomacy , aswas its early determination never toallow the opium vice to contaminatethe people of Nippon . The nominalexchange of Saghalien for the KurileIslands in 1874 was not a diplomatic
success in any sense , but the then Min-ister of Foreign Affairs apparentlythought it wise to clear the northernsky in view of the threatening cloudsoverhanging Korea .The Korean situation assumed analarming aspect soon after the new re-gime was established in 1868 , for theSeoul Court would recognize no Em-peror but that of China , and refused toaccept the Imperial message fromTokyo, seeking the resumption offriendly intercourse with the Penin-sular Kingdom . The Korean Regentof the time , moreover , obstinately heldto an anti-foreign policy , and threat-ened with death any Koreans minglingwith Japanese, because the latter "as-sociated with Western barbarians andwere no better than brutes ." As earlyas 1873 , a part of the then JapaneseCabinet insisted upon settling the Ko-rean question once for all , but thecounsel of peace prevailing , Korea inthe end became the bone of a long andfierce contention between modernismand medievalism , between Japan andChina , and subsequentlyJapan and Russia .

between

While trying to convert Korea tomodernism, Japan herself felt the needof demonstrating to the Western worldthat she no longer belonged to medie-val times . An extensive codification oflaws , and one to which no civilizednation could take exception , was com-pleted in 1886. There was a thorough
Europeanization of Tokyo society ,with the Occidental dress , arrangementof the hair and dancing, this however,soon to be followed by a reactionary
movement for the "preservation of na-tional purity ."
In the wake of this latter , the diplo-macy of a stringent enforcement oftreaty terms was tried experimentallywith a view to convincing the Powersof the wisdom of treating Japan fairly .The employment of foreign judgesin Japanese courts was satisfactory to

some Powers , but the native patriotsdenounced it as unconstitutional andcontrary to the national dignity . Itmay be a pure coincidence , but the factthat Japan's first treaties of equalitywere mostly concluded in 1894 , whenthe Chino -Japanese war broke out,

tial prowess upon national diplomacy .

seems to indicate the influence of mar-

As soon as Japan was admitted intothe comity of nations on fair terms , shewas rudely awakened to the truth thatin international relations there was a
and military efficiency .

necessity for something beyond civil
sympathies of friendly Powers for in-

and military efficiency . The moral
stance could not prevent a hostile co-

from her ; and this drove home to Japa-

alition from wresting the spoils of war

political allies . The Boxer uprising of

nese diplomacy the imperative need for

opportunity of showing her military

1900 , which furnished Japan with an
efficiency in the company of the com-
convincing the Court at Peking of her

bined forces of several nations and of

solicitude for the welfare of the Conti-nental Empire , and the subsequent ad-vance of Russian influence in EasternAsia united Great Britain and Japan

Anglo - Japanese Alliance , the Russo-

for defensive purposes . Without this
Japanese struggle could not have ac-complished what it did , but the sequelto that brilliant event was to placeJapan merely on a third stage of her
operating with those economic forces

diplomatic evolution , the stage of co-

naught national efficiency and even

of the world which sometimes set at
political combinations .

a
Is Japan to develop further as
should ? It is most fortunate at this
peaceful , industrial Power

critical period of her history that the

as she

should be her closest friends to lead

two great English -speaking Powers
her on along the path of human prog-ress . We must be watchful lest some

litical and moral allies . Suppose Japan

sinister forces estrange us from our po-
were forced to attach herself to somemore warlike nation or nations , then
jects but the rest of mankind as well

not only the sixty millions of her sub-

must surely suffer from the evil ofover-militarism . Suppose on the con-
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trary that the United States shall suc-
ceed in securing a treaty of uncondi-
tional arbitration first with England ,
then with Japan , France and Russia-
it will save these Powers , between
which there is possibly no cause for
armed conflict , if nothing else , the con-
tinual worry and alarm over those un-
necessary but oft-recurring rumors of

war . By the new treaties just conclud-
ed with Japan , both the United States
and Great Britain have clearly recog-
nized her anxiety to keep in harmony
with the economic claims of other
Powers . May the Land of Sunrise be
allowed to distinguish herself along
the line of peace and industry in the
future !

umns

Notes and Comments

"EVERY intelligent American ," says the
New York Herald , in its editorial col-

on April 11th ,
Voilà Tout "knows that Japan is in

no position to desire a
war with any Power . Her policy is to
promote the consolidation of her re-
sources and upbuilding of her indus-
tries , her commerce and shipping . To
this end peace is essential , and most of
all peace with her ancient friend and
financial assistant , the United States ,
to which she sells about a third of all
her exports . Like the 'German peril ' of
England , which was dissipated some
months ago , the 'Japanese peril ' is the
creation of the yellow press , feather-
headed Hobsons , army jobbers and no-
toriety -seeking politicians . The scare-
crow no longer 'scares ' and its reap-
pearance excites only derision . It is
time for the yellow press to turn its in-
ventive faculties to the creation of some
new 'fake .' This one is decidedly played .
out ."

THERE are those who , without due
consideration , look upon Japan as a

rival , and therefore as in-
Japan Not imical to the commercial
a Rival interests and development

of the United States in
the Pacific . That just the contrary view
is the correct one is the belief of M.
M. Scott , as expressed in the Evening
Bulletin of Honolulu , in its February
issue . "It is true ," he says , " that Jap-
an , both by her geographical position ,
her earlier initiative and the energy

and intelligence of her people holds and
will continue to maintain the primacy

of industry and trade in Eastern Asia .
This does not mean a detriment but a
complement to like interests of the
United States . The Government and
the people of the United States should
not only take a friendly view of the
wealth-producing capacity of the Japa-
nese , but should by all fair means and
reciprocal relations and friendship en-
courage . A poverty -stricken nation
can buy nothing . The richer Japan be-
comes , the more her people will buy
from America . So with China ." As to
those who are concerned lest the Jap-
anese children growing up in Hawaii
will not assimilate to American ideals ,
Mr. Scott says that is absurd . Ambas-
sador Uchida , when last in Honolulu on
his way to Washington , advised the
Japanese boys born there and intend-
ing to live there, to become patriotic
American citizens . The American pub-
lic school is the great assimilating cru-
cible , which transfuses and blends the
various nationalities . How could it be
otherwise ? One language , one liter-
ature , one playground , the same songs ,
manners and customs .

A MONTHLY magazine published in
Honolulu , called the "Friend ," through

its manager , Mr. Theo-
Scholarship dore Richards , has re-
Peace cently completed arrange-

ments for the carrying out
of a plan originated by the people he
represents , which they hope will aid
materially in promoting a better un-
derstanding between the peoples of
Japan and America . The Friend will
give five "Peace " scholarships to five
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Japanese boys for a four years ' course
of education in the Mid-Pacific Insti-
tute at Honolulu , who shall write the
five best essays on the subject , "Friend-
ly Relations Between Japan and Amer-
ica , and How They May Be Best Main-
tained ." Mr. Richards , who went to
Japan several weeks ago for the pur-
pose of putting through this plan , has
been successful in obtaining patronage
to aid him in his purpose , which is as-
suredly a laudable one .

Tolstoy's
Influence

THERE were people in Japan , who , af-
ter the Russo-Japanese war , did not

hesitate to say that al-
though the armed men of
the Island Empire had
won the admiration of the

world through their valor , there still
remained to the Muscovite what Japan
had not , the genius of such men as
Tolstoy and Verestchagin . Dantchenko ,
a Russian writer , refers to this posses-
sion of genius , so envied by the Japan-
ese , thus : "We Russians have alreadythus :-"We
had our revenge over the Japanese .
They have beaten us on the yellow
fields of Manchuria , but they have been
in turn vanquished and conquered
by Russian literature . And the lead-
er of this literature was its crea-
tor , Tolstoy . It is difficult to
imagine how powerful has been his
influence over our enemies of yes-
terday , our doubtful friends of to -day .
Wherever I have been in Japan—and I
have scoured the country from one end
to the other-the same question has
been asked me by all I met ; every one
wanted to hear news of Tolstoy . 1
soon grew used to it."

APROPOS of the general lamentation in
these Twentieth Century days at the

necessity for the payment
Taxpayers of taxes , Erwin H. Wal-

cott, Honorary Consul of
Japan in Boston , calls attention to the
feelings of the Japanese of Feudal days
concerning them. "In those days ,"
says Mr. Walcott , "the payment of
taxes did not seem to be considered by
the Japanese as a burden , but as a loyal
duty in which they took more or less
pride . It was an offering . The time of
the annual payment of the rice at the

collectors ' storehouses , where each
farmer's rice was submitted to inspec-
tion , instead of being an occasion of sor-
row and irritation , was more like a fair ,
where each vied with the other in pre-
senting for official inspection the best
return . It was always a source of mor-
tification for any one when his rice was
rejected or declared improperly cleaned
for market . Prizes were awarded for
the best quality and yield , which stim-
ulated the farmers in its production .
The tax -rice was regarded as a pre-
cious thing not to be defiled ." Mr.
Walcott adds :-"It would appear that
there are certain features about the
Oriental ways of doing things that
might be studied with profit even by
the descendants of the Puritans ."

Oriental
Tongues

"I

REFERRING to a recent statement of an
official of the Department of Agricul-

ture that despite the ef-
forts constantly being
made to bring Japan and
China into closer touch

with American affairs , there was not
one person among the 11,000 men and
women of his department who could
read , write or speak Japanese , Mr. Ed-
win D. Mead of Boston (Mass . ) ex-
presses the belief that this is an un-
necessary and unwise limitation .
was recently present at a dinner in
Boston ," he says , "at which six gentle-
men from a large company of Japanese
visitors , commercial men and others ,
traveling through the country , were
present . Three of the six spoke Eng-
lish fluently ; one indeed had been edu-
cated at Amherst , and another was the
head of an important Tokyo news-
paper . Not one of the much larger
number of Americans present could
speak a word of Japanese , and all the
interpreting had to be done by our
guests . English has now been made
compulsory in the public schools of
Japan .We must never forget that there
are thousands of scholarly and influen-
tial men in Chinatial men in China and Japan who
know everything that we are saying
and thinking , through first -hand touch
with our books and papers ; while at
home , here in America , we know at
first -hand almost nothing of their ut-
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terances and their thought . This can-
not go on without catastrophe ."

Boys '
Festival

the

THE Boys ' Festival in Japan , occurring
on the 5th day of May , is also called

the Sweet Flag (Siberian
iris) Festival , as
Girls ', on the 3d of March ,
is called the Peach-blos-

som , while the 9th of September is the
Chrysanthemum Festival . Flowers
are thus apportioned to holidays ac-
cording to the season in which both
come together . The old custom was to
insert small bundles of sweet flag and
mugwort (yomogi ) into the thatched
eaves of the house , to take a sweet-
flag bath , to eat rice - flour cakes wrap-
ped in bamboo or oak leaves , steamed ,
and to arrange decorative flags inside
and outside the house . Even to this
day , the public baths of Tokyo observe
this ancient custom , and the use of
flags , spears , commanders ' banners ,
helmets and warriors ' figures , a

ll
in toy

form , for decorative purposes on the
5th of May , is with the intent of wish-
ing that the little sons of Nippon may
grow up into worthy defenders of their
country .

Biplane
Kites

MODERN aviation was anticipated by
the Japanese , if we are to believe the

legend o
f

the hero who ,

being banished to a dis-
tant isle , sent back his son
and heir to the main is-

land of Nippon on a huge kite . The
Bureau of Weather Forecast of the
Central Meteorological Observatory o

f

Japan is now experimenting with a

view to the use o
f

kites in high alti-
tude observations , for which ordinary
mechanical devices are inadequate . A A

bill was recently introduced in the Im-
perial Diet providing means for the
construction of large kites of the bi-
plane flying -machine type . The obser-
vation apparatus will be attached to

them , and a tract o
f

waste land is to be
secured where these kites can be raised
to a height of five or six miles , so that
the temperature , the direction o

f

at-
mospheric current and the amount of
moisture in the air may be registered
accurately .

APPARENTLY even our usually very cor-
rect contemporary , The Outlook , is not

always able toA Flexi- escape
from the rather common

ble Law error of confusing the Chi-
nese with the Japanese , a mistake
sometimes to the advantage o

f

the for-
mer and at other times to the latter .

Neither will be much the gainer by the
Outlook's statement that "the Cana-
dian Government , by raising the
amount necessary for the admission of
an Asiatic to two hundred dollars ,

has practically eliminated the Japa-
nese . The fact is that Japanese labor-
ers entering the Dominion do not pay
any capitation tax , their number being
regulated by the Japanese Government .

The capitation tax on Chinese coolies
has been raised from $200 to $500 , and
the number of them permitted to enter
Canada limited to one for each fifty
tons gross register o

f

the ship . This
law is however so flexible that a recent
Ottawa dispatch to the New York
Evening Post quotes a

n

official o
f

the
Dominion Government as saying :-

"The unrevised returns for the fiscal
year , ended March 31st , showed that
the government received the sum o

f

$2,250,000 in capitation taxes from
Chinamen . We get the millions , and
the United States gets the Chinamen . "

The Japa-
nese Peerage

THOUGH the Peerage o
f Japan as a dis-

tinct social rank dates only from 1884 ,

it practically existed
from ancient times , cour-
tiers , o

r Kuge , and feud-

a
l princes , or Daimyo of
olden days corresponding to the Peers
of to -day . The Peerage a

s regularly
instituted about twenty years ago was
subdivided into five grades , viz .:

Prince , Marquis , Count , Viscount , and
Baron , and this gradation remains un-
changed to this day . By origin the
Japanese Peers may be classified into
four distinct groups , i.e. , those who are
descendants of former courtiers or
Kuge ; descendants o

f

former Daimyos ;

those created Peers in recent times ,

and finally Korean Peers who were cre-
ated after the annexation . The two
first are therefore Peers o

f

older origin
and the latter are new Peers . As yet
Japan has no life -peers , all the Peers
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being hereditary . According to the
Japan Year Book , the Peers now num-
ber nine hundred and four , made up of
fifteen princes , thirty -six marquises ,

one hundred counts , three hundred and
seventy -four viscounts , and three hun-
dred and seventy -nine barons .

British India and The Chinese Empire

Boundary Questions Between Them To Be Settled

During the first century of the pres-
ent dynasty, China so extended her ter-
ritorial claims in all directions that ,
when her neighbors attempted the po-
litical and industrial development of
the border lands , it became inevitable
that boundary questions should arise.
in the outlying parts of the loosely-
knit Empire . Japan , China's nearest
neighbor , has had somesome vexatious
questions to settle with her , more par-
ticularly concerning Loo Choo , For-
mosa , Korea and Chientao . Russia has
also had and still has points at issue
with the Middle Kingdom . Although
fortunately the recent trouble over
Mongolia did not result in an armed
conflict between them, or in a loss of
territory to China , there are weighty
matters as to claims still pending be-
tween the London and Peking govern-
ments with regard to certain regions
bordering on British India . The first
of these is the boundary of Yunnan .
The western border of the province is
the river Nganmaitsah , according to
Chinese claims , while England puts it
on Mount Kaolikung , more to the east .
There are scores of miles between these
two points . Far more important is
the question whether Nepal , Bohtan
and Sikkim-provinces lying between
British India and Thibet , and covering
a large part of the Indo -Chinese fron-
tier , belong to India or to China . Of
these Nepal is popularly considered as
a part of India , but in reality has sim-
ply entered into treaty relations with

England , and every five years sends an
envoy to the Court of Peking with
tribute . This envoy , moreover , wears
the native dress only on the outgoing
journey . Once he receives honors from
the Chinese Emperor , he travels in the
official robes of the Celestials all the
way through China proper and Thibet .
The Nepal -Thibet treaty of 1854 plainly
states that both owe allegiance to the
Manchu ruler . Bohtan and Sikkim
also stand in a similar position of dual
control by China and England .
From instructions sent last year by
Sir Edward Grey to the British minis-
ter at Peking , we can easily surmise
that both governments concerned are
anxious to settle these long -standing
disputes as early as possible . England
of course will not resort to military in-
timidation , but the new Viceroy of In-
dia , with all his past experiences in
diplomacy , naturally wishes to insure
security to the regions in dispute . The
Chinese authorities , on the other hand ,
feeling less foreign pressure in the
north -eastern parts of the Empire , now
seem determined to establish their
claims in the southwest . Here again
is a great opportunity for the two Pow-
ers to show their mutual respect , con-
ciliatory spirit and honesty of purpose .
It is certainly to be hoped that neither
the recent advance of British soldiers
to Pienma nor the counter -move of the
local Chinese with a threat to boycott
English goods , will lead to any grave
situation .



The Newspapers of Japan
How they Resemble and Differ From Those of Other Countries -Their Scope
and News Methods -Large Circulations and Small - Eight Printed Entirely in

English About Three Hundred Dailies in the Empire

Like those of other countries , the
newspapers of Japan wield a remarka-
ble influence on the molding of pub-
lic opinion . There are about three
hundred dailies in the Island Empire ,
and several of them claim a circulation
that those of the large cities of the
Western world would not be ashamed
of. At the present time when the press
of the United States for the benefit of
its public is paying so much attention
to the opinions expressed by the news-
papers of Nippon , it may be of advan-
tage to explain them so that when the
American reader sees their views quot-
ed , he may the better comprehend just
what may be the value of such views ,
and what their probable inspiration .
One really remarkable feature of the
Japanese Fourth Estate is in the num-
ber of newspapers printed in English .
There are approximately 3,000 Eng-
lish -speaking people in Japan , and
there are eight daily papers in Eng-
lish , as well as many magazines either
in part or whole printed in one of the
foreign languages , with the addition of
a number of Japanese newspapers in
which one or two columns are in Eng-
lish . There are two English daily
newspapers in Tokyo , the Japan Times
and the Japan Advertiser . The former
is the only English paper owned , edit-
ed , and published by Japanese . Its
present proprietor and editor is Moto-
sada Zumoto , and it represents Japa-
nese views and sentiments as to inter-
national affairs . The Japan Advertiser
is an American paper and edited much
after the fashion of the newspapers of
the United States , although its editor is
an Englishman . In Yokohama , there
are three English newspapers . The
Japan Mail is owned and edited by Cap-
tain Brinkley of the British Army. He
is also correspondent of the London
Times in Tokyo , and is believed to be

one of the ablest writers east of Suez .
He has written several valuable books
on Japan and China , and is vice -presi-
Ident of the International Press Asso-
ciation of Japan . The attitude of his
paper is eminently pro - Japanese . Ger-
man interests preponderate in the Jap-
an Herald and a thoroughly British
tone pervades the Japan Gazette . Kobe ,
another open port , has two English
newspapers , the Japan Chronicle and
the Kobe Herald . The former , owned
and edited by Robert Young , a British
subject, is one of the best newspapers
in the Far East , although its attitude
towards the Japanese Government is
not particularly friendly . The Kobe
Herald is far more friendly to the pow-
ers-that-be of Japan . Nagasaki , the
oldest open port of Japan , has the Nag-
asaki Press , a four -page local paper .
In the field of vernacular journalism ,
Tokyo has at least fourteen influential
newspapers , in addition to seven or
eight news agencies , supplying them
with domestic and foreign news . The
Japanese newspapers quoted most fre-
quently by the foreign press are the
Jiji and Asahi . The Jiji has twelve
pages , and is considered the greatest
newspaper -greatest at least in vol-
ume . It was founded by the late Yuki-
chi Fukuzawa , founder of the Keio
University and the foremost education-
alist of modern Japan , and is now
owned by his son . It is independent ,
though often reflecting the views of
the Government on foreign affairs . It
can not , however , be considered a Gov-
ernment organ because it does not hes-
itate to attack the Government in do-
mestic affairs , whenever it chooses to
do so . It is taken as an authority in
business circles and resembles some-
what the New York Times in its stand-
ing among its confrères . The Tokyo
Asahi is also an independent paper ,
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and is owned by the same people who
own an influential newspaper in Osa-
ka . The London Times is its London
correspondent , and it also has able cor-
respondents in other parts of the world ,
one of them being stationed perma-
nently in New York . The paper is
widely read by the influential section
of the people .
The most successful , financially , of
the Tokyo journals , are the Kokumin
and Hochi . The Kokumin was former-ly considered essentially a political pa-
per, representing the views of lichiro
Tokutomi , an eminent editor and au-
thor , and exponent of imperialism . Now
it is edited in a way to gain a big cir-
culation ; so that the able editorials ,
worthy of the London Times , are to be
found next to a rubbish heap of scandal
and news of the slums . The keen rival
of the Kokumin is the Hochi , whose
business manager made it a success by
insisting that the paper be edited in
such a way as to be interesting to the
youngsters just out from the public
schools . The masses eagerly took it
up and it became very popular . Its
political opinion is that of the opposi-
tion , although it would by no means
dare to seriously voice an opinion con-
trary to that of the majority . This pa-
per several months ago bought an-
other Tokyo paper , the Mainichi , from
Saburo Shimada , the foremost orator
in the House of Representatives . Per-
haps the most interesting little paper in
Tokyo is the Yorodzu , a four -page
sheet . Its articles are pithy , scathing,
and relentless . Its political principle
is to oppose the Government . It was
formerly the most sensational , scanda-
lous and mischievous paper in Japan ,
but in recent years , since it has become
prosperous , it has entered the ranks of
respectable papers , and its columns are
now cleaner and saner than those of
many of its rivals . Once in a while ,
however, it even now prints news that
the other papers would not dare pub-
lish , so that it is generally felt that no
one can afford not to read it even if se-
cretly . Although it is difficult to vouch
for the strict accuracy of the news the
Yorodzu prints , its columns are always
useful as indicating the trend of the un-
dercurrent invisible to casual ob-
servers .

The Nichi -Nichi is one of the oldest
newspapers in Japan , and was former-
ly a Government organ. Until quite re-
cently it belonged to Takaaki Kato ,
Japanese Ambassador to Great Britain ,
but it was last month sold to the Osaka
Mainichi , a great newspaper of Osaka .
From the international standpoint,
other papers are not well -known . The
Yomiuri is a literary paper , and bears
some resemblance to the New York
Evening Post . The Chugai -Shogyo is
a journal of commerce . The Miyako ,
which is prosperous , caters exclusive-
ly to the denizens of the fashionable
quarters , and is ultra -local . The Chuo
is an organ of the Seiyukai , a political
party . The Yamato engages in various
political and social campaigns , and is
edited somewhat on the lines of the
Hearst newspapers . The Niroku and
Nippon had formerly strong character-
istics , but now are like a man who has
lost an old creed and is looking about
for a new one . Tokyo really has too
many papers for a city of two million
souls , and the explanation is that news-
papers were formerly considered essen-
tially political organs . There were,
therefore , as many newspapers as there
were political views or political leaders
in the locality . It is only a few years
since the publishing of a newspaper has
come to be considered as a business en-
terprise . All newspaper proprietors
are now convinced that it does not pay
to have their product considered as the
organ of any government or political
party .
In Osaka, the greatest commercial
city of Japan , however, the newspapers
have been from the first , managed in
accordance with sound business princi-
ples . There are only two newspapers
in Osaka , each having perhaps a larger
circulation than any of those of Tokyo .
Those who dictate their policy are not
politicians , but powerful business men .
Even at present , business is to the peo-
ple of Osaka what politics are to the
people of Tokyo . It is generally be-
lieved that the Osaka Asahi is affiliated
with the Osaka Shosen Kaisha , a large
shipping company whose fine steamers
are plying regularly to Tacoma , Wash .,
and with the Kawasaki Dockyards ,
which have built several warships for
China and are about to construct a 28 ,-
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000-ton armored cruiser for the Japa-
nese Navy . The Osaka Mainichi has
financial relations with Denzaburo Fu-
jita , a power in the business world ,
and owner of the richest copper mine
in Japan . With such strong financial
backing the owners of these newspa-
pers do not allow any politicians to
curb the editorial utterances , nor do
they claim to wield any great political
influence . With correspondents of their

owned scattered throughout the world ,
they naturally have a very valuable
news service . They are perhaps the
best organized papers , from an edito-
rial and business standpoint , in Japan .
Compared with the Tokyo newspapers ,
they are as a man compared with a
youth , and in consequence may possi-
bly lack something of the vivacity and
freshness of juvenility .

The Pneumonic Plague in Manchuria

Since the appearance of the first case
of pneumonic plague in North Manchu-
ria on November 8 , 1910 , there have
been from forty to fifty thousand
deaths . Appalled by the terrible devas-
tation wrought by the epidemic and its
spread to South Manchuria and China
proper ( cases having appeared even in
Peking , Tientsin , Kiaochow and Che-
foo ) the Chinese Government some
time ago suggested an International
Pest Conference to begin on April 3d ,
the object being to discover the best
means of suppression . The represen-
tatives at the conference are : Great
Britain Medical Inspector R. A. Far-
rar , M.D .; United States : Dr. Strong ,
professor at the Medical College in the
Philippines : France : Surgeon -Major
Brogue Russia : Dr. Sabolontani , pro-
fessor of a Russian University ; British
India : Dr. Petit , of the Infectious Dis-
eases Institute , Bombay ; and Japan :
Dr. S. Kitazato and Dr. Shibayama .
It is evident that the first and most
important measure that the Chinese
should have adopted in Manchuria in
the beginning , was to arrange for this
co-operation of other nations . Instead ,

however, they have placed every possi-
ble obstruction in the way ; and these
obstructive tactics have been exasper-
ating in the extreme , particularly to the
Japanese , who have had terrible experi-

iences with the bubonic form of the
plague in their own country , and
who now are perhaps more concerned
than any other nation . Experience has
established the fact that the only ef-
fective measures for preventing the
spread of the disease are the segrega-

tion of the patients and the cremation
of the dead--measures to which the
Chinese have most objected . This not-
withstanding , the Japanese authorities
have done everything in their power to
check it . At Changchun , which is a
Chinese town at the junction of the
Japanese and Russian Manchuriam
Railways , a number of crematories
have been constructed under Japanese
direction and handed over to the Chi-
nese local authorities , 1,150 corpses be-
ing disposed of in twenty -four hours .
The South Manchurian Railway has
also built a large isolation station im
the same town , capable of accommoda-
ting 2,500 patients . At Dairen , which
is a Japanese city , the plague preven-
tive measures have been drastic . The
first case appeared there on January
5th , and before the end of the month,
the disease had been practically eradi-
cated . On January 23d , sporadic cases
being discovered in the quarters inhab-
ited by the wharf coolies , the authori-
ties immediately segregated the entire
district . In order to minimize the
spread of the plague , the electric car
service was also entirely suspended .
The South Manchurian Railway Com-
pany made it known that it was pre-
pared to spend an unlimited sum of
money for sanitary purposes , and as a
matter of fact was at the time expend-
ing 15,000 yen daily in addition to mak-
ing a donation of 150,000 yen to the
Chinese authorities of Mukden for a
similar purpose . In all , the railway
company expended a million ven, and
the Japanese Government disbursed
another million . It has required
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much time and great pressure from all
sides , to impress the Chinese authori-
ties with the gravity of the situation ,
but Dr. Kitazato , who has inspected

the pest district , has reported his be-
lief that that has probably been accom-
plished . There are ten Japanese physi-

cians in the employ of the Chinese , and
they are being received with more and
more confidence . The Chinese Govern-
ment has allotted 2,000,000 taels to
fight the pest . In a recent dispatch to
Mukden , the Peking authorities say
that while Japan's desire for co-opera-
tion is natural , it is but just that China

shall reserve to herself the right to
exercise supreme authority in every-
thing relating to sanitation . The Muk-
den authorities have agreed to prevent
the concealment of plague cases , and
have promised to close the gates of all
houses visited by the pest . They have
also promised to take immediate steps
to bring about an harmonious co -opera-
tion with the Japanese experts . Recent
dispatches from the Far East state that
the plague is abating in Manchuria ,
but no definite information has been
obtained as to the condition in Shan-
tung .

Korean Superstitions

The people of Korea from pre -historic
times have had a great and varied assort-
ment of superstitions , each having to do
with the welfare of the individual during
his present life . Buddhism taught the
cult of a future existence and Confu-
cianism raised the tone of practical mor-
ality , but neither of these alien doctrines
was ever able to gain control over the
uneducated masses ; so that it is hardly
a cause for wonder that the Koreans
should eagerly take to Christianity when
that faith is explained to them by the
right kind of teachers .
In the primitive age the objects of
their nature worship , as with other un-
civilized peoples , were heaven and earth ,
sun , moon and stars , mountains and

rivers , tigers and demons . As their daily
life became more complex , this poly-
theistic tendency grew apace , so that
there are now various deities pertaining

( 1 ) to domicile , ( 2 ) to earth , ( 3 ) to
water , and ( 4 ) to human affairs . Under
the first head may be included the guar-
dian god of the house , who lives on an
upper beam , the god of family prosperity ,
the god of the kitchen , and the god tak-
ing care of the home lot . Under the
second head come such gods as those

who protect forests , roads , ditches and
the like . The god of water and the god
of river and sea belong to the third cate-
gory , while to the fourth are attached the
gods of small -pox , of intermittent fever ,
of pestilence and of disease in general , as

well as the demons of insatiable greed
who wander about in search of prey , and
the demon of envy and hatred . The
priests who pray to these gods or pro-
pitiate them on behalf of the believers
are sorceresses and diviners , the sole aim
of their religious services being to seek
the good and evade the evil of this ma
terial world .

Korean sorceresses wield a mighty
power over the ordinary people and have
great influence even in aristocratic and
gentry circles . Sometimes they play the
part of prophets and advisers to rulers
and statesmen and may even decide the
fate of a nation . Before the Japanese
suzerainty was established , these sorcer-
esses were accustomed to go to the pal-

ace , whenever an important affair of
state demanded their assistance , to per-

form their duty of invocation and incan-
tation for the safety and independence
of the Peninsular Kingdom . When the
Japanese police interfered with their free
entry to the court , ignorant courtiers be-
gan to visit those living in the city , bring-
ing offerings and gifts , in order that they
might drive away the Japanese with
prayers and curses . Most of these sor-
ceresses are widows , who on that account
enjoy the freedom of seeing and con-
versing with men , while ordinary Ko-
rean women may not do so . Men of
rank or influence believe they must obey
them because they speak the word of
gods and demons .



Social Life of Japanese Women
One of the proverbial Japanese ex-
pressions characterizing the Island
Empire is that it is "the Land where
the day would not dawn without the
tender sex ." This is a plain admis-
sion of woman's mighty influence , and
refers indirectly to a mythological
story of the sun -goddess , from whom
the Imperial Family is supposed to
have sprung . In Japan in early times
the wife seems to have had her full
share of the respect of the husband . In-
stead of " taking her to wife ," the ear-
liest Japanese word for marriage means"the union of the man and woman ."
The woman , after her marriage , con-
tinued to live with her parents and her
husband visited her daily . As soon as
his means permitted , he built a new
house , and the wife came to live in it
with him . Even to this day the word
shinzo , "newly built ," means wife ; that
is , the woman who occupies the domi-
cile , especially erected for her comfort .
In the civil ceremony of marriage , in
which the sipping of rice wine is the
prominent feature , the bride drinks
first , the cup then being passed to the
bridegroom .
Until Chinese ideas came to be as-
cendant , the Japanese never thought
of keeping women in subjection . Fem-
inine chieftains are frequently men-
tioned in the old histories and there
have been famous Japanese Empresses.
The women of old freely joined the
men in fighting and hunting ; and an
Imperial edict of the year 681 author-
ized them to ride astride , instead of
sitting on the horse with both legs
hanging down on one side , as had been
the earlier custom . The Chinese even
seem to have thought that there was a
regiment of Amazons in Japan at this
time and often styled it "the queen-
country." A form of recreation known
as uta gaki , or singing circle , was very
common in those early days , and is the
oldest form of social gathering men-
tioned in Japanese annals , in which
both sexes took part . Young and old
would assemble on a hill or in a field
and there recite poems and exchange
thoughts on poetry or literature . Even

the nobility did not disdain the pleas-
ure of an uta gaki, and love marriages
often resulted . This singing circle de-
veloped later into a kind of impromptu
drama , and the rustic dance called
bon-odori , which takes place on sum-

mer nights out of doors all over pro-
vincial Japan , is believed by some
scholars to be a modern form of the
old -time uta gaki. This bon-odori is
the only one that in any way resem-
bles the Occidental dance , the classi-
cal Japanese dancing consisting mainly
of posturing , symbolizing with the
arms and body the meaning of a song
or poem .
In the classical period of Japanese
literature , which lasted about 400
years , from the beginning of the Eighth
Century , the women of the upper
classes had full scope for the produc-
tion of literature in the Japanese lan-
guage , while the men were busying
themselves with Chinese culture and
learning . In that age of refinement
men and women met often together ,
amusing themselves with tournaments
or competitions in poem -composition ,
in incense burning , and in the writing
of love - letters . Four hundred years
of internal strife and constant warfare ,
lasting until the end of the 16th Cen-
tury , unhappily changed all this .
There was one curious custom in vogue
during these dark centuries , among the
uneducated classes , in that a divorced
wife was expected to undertake what
was called "second wife chastizing .
Should the divorcer marry again with-
in a month , the divorcee was sure to
enlist the services of sinewy girls and
women from among her friends and re-
lations , to the number of from twenty
to a hundred , according to her station
and influence . Thus prepared , the ex-
wife would send word to the new one
to prepare for an attack on a certain
day and hour , mentioning the kind of
weapons to be used , such as wooden
swords or clubs . Men were not al-
lowed to take part in the battle that en-
sued , decidedly business -like while it
lasted . The women of those days
boasted of the number of times they
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had participated in this " second -wife
chastising .' Then came a period of
peace and prosperity under the govern-
ment of Tokugawa Shoguns , lasting
for two centuries and a half , until 1867 ,
when the feudal system was finally
abolished . This long continued peace
was however purchased with the sacri-
fice of liberty and progress , for Budd-
hism , Confucianism and militarism all
combined to deprive women of the
freedom they had known in earlier
times .

The old teachings of China and In-
dia established the belief in Japan that
it was best that women be not noticed
by others , that their duties were wholly
domestic , and that appearing out of
doors was unbecoming a faithful wife
or dutiful daughter . Garden parties ,
dinner parties , balls and social calls
are new importations from the West.
Both men and women had their several
duties , and had no thought of seeking
amusement in a systematic way , so
that as a consequence , there has ap-
peared a class of girls , who have made.
it their business to entertain people
with witty conversation , lively music
and clever jokes . They are called
geisha . Public speaking and entertain-

ing conversation by respectable people
are both modern innovations in Japan .
Except in the case of a comparatively
small number of aristocratic and
wealthy families , Japanese homes are
too small and altogether too inconven-
ient for entertaining a large number of
guests , so that in cities and towns large
parties are as a rule given in restau-
rants . Men and women generally come
together in one room on such an occa-
sion , but one sex forms a row on one
side and the other sex on the other,
seldom exchanging words across the
wide space in the middle , which is for
the waitresses and the dishes of food .
But men cannot live without the
charms of the fair sex , even in a coun-
try where the two sexes are not allowed
to enjoy each other's society , except in
the married life of the home , so that
as long as the geisha undertake this
pleasant duty of entertaining the men ,
there is not much chance for Japanese
wives and daughters to develop their
social qualities . Fortunately , however,

there is a strong tendencv observable
now in good society to discard this in-
teresting but not edifying class of
banquet -enliveners .

The Japanese in Hawaii

That a little over forty -one per cent .
of the total population of Hawaii is
Japanese is assuredly significant in
considering the industrial development
of that territory . According to a cen-
sus taken on April 15 , 1910 , the popu-
lation of Hawaii was 191,909 , includ-
ing 79,663 Japanese, 26,099 natives and
21,699 Chinese . The remaining 54,448
consisted of Americans , Portuguese ,
Spanish and persons of mixed race . In
1868 , there were only forty -eight Japa-
nese in Hawaii . The importation of
Japanese labor was stopped by law in
February , 1908 , and naturally fell off .
At the same time, the Japanese living
in Hawaii began to establish homes
through having their wives join them.
The increase of the Japanese is really

due therefore chiefly to the birth of
children . Most of the Japanese in Ha-
waii are farmers , scattered on the dif-
ferent islands of the group , but about
ten thousand live in Honolulu , the cap-
ital city , and are engaged in mercan-
tile and other business . Almost every
trade , peculiar to Japan , is represent-
ed . There are even Japanese geisha ,
who , though born in Hawaii , are able
to exhibit the original Japanese
dances .
Every month 250 Japanese are born
in Hawaii , and this circumstance has
alarmed some Americans who fear that
Hawaii will be overrun by the Japa-
nese in a short time. The Japanese ,
themselves on the contrary , do not be-
lieve that their children , born in Ha-
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waii , will retain the characteristics of
Japanese subjects for any length of
time. The Japanese in Hawaii are gen-
erally farmers , drafted from the com-
paratively ignorant classes of the bor-
der provinces of Japan . That their
children , born in a foreign land , will
retain any longing for their mother
country is at least but a very remote
possibility . The people working on
the plantations are mainly Japanese ,
Chinese , Koreans and Portuguese .
Japanese are generally successful in
piece -work , because they do not object
to long working hours . They are not
equally efficient in time-work .
The different races of the islands are
certainly amalgamating in curious
ways . There are Portuguese who live
in Japanese matted rooms , sitting on
the floor and eating Japanese food .
There are Japanese who eat Occidental
food and who have learned the Kanaka
dance of the Hawaiian natives . Lan-
guage too is becoming mixed . A Jap-
anese ordering a Portuguese groom at
night to bring a cab , would say :-
O-i (Japanese 'Heigh ' ) , Anton
(name of the Portuguese ) , O -kiyo ,
o-kiyo ( Japanese 'get up , get up ' ) ,
Boss go, you kokoa ( native language ,
meaning get ready ) ."
Anton replies , "Mate , mate (Japa-
nese , 'wait , wait ') ."
As a matter of course , the English
language too is sadly , if sometimes
amusingly corrupted .
There are 6,416 Japanese children ,
attending not only American public
school , but also Japanese schools every
day for at least a few hours . There is a
Japanese educational association of
Hawaii , and a middle school estab-
lished by the Honganji Buddhist
Temple in Hawaii . This school has a
splendid hall , a machinery room and
a library . It is co-educational . There
are in all 102 Japanese schools , and a
Buddhist priest , Rev. Enjo Ito , is now
organizing a girls ' school in Honolulu .
Buddhism has followed the Japanese
from home . At the same time , there
are a great many Christian converts .
The Congregational church has the
greatest influence , followed by Metho-

dist . There are also magnificent Shin-
to temples in Hawaii , one at Honolulu
and another at Hilo . In the way of
amusement the Japanese in Hawaii
have traveling theatrical companies ,
brought from home , which from Octo-
ber to January when the farmers have
little work , go about to the various
plantations . These companies may of-
ten be seen parading the streets in ki-
monos in open cabs , advertising their
performances .
One instance of the Japanese influ-
ence being felt in Hawaii is that the
public schools allow Japanese pupils
to absent themselves on the Emperor's
birthday . There are ten Japanese
daily newspapers published in Hawaii ,
each having from four to twelve pages ,
each issue , and also many magazines .
Mr. Uyeno , who is the Japanese Con-
sul-general at Honolulu , has rendered
valuable services in the promotion of
the Pan -Pacific Travel Congress . In
a recent letter to the secretary of the
Promotion Committee, he says :-
"More than half the people of the
world live around the shores of the
mighty Pacific Ocean and their hinter-
lands . It is of the first importance
that these various peoples know one
another , and by their travel and inter-
communication friendly acquaintance
is established which makes for the
friendship and prosperity of all .
"I quite agree with you that your
meeting would not be complete with-
out a representative from Japan , and
if it be necessary in addition to my let-
ter , I shall cable on proper occasion .
We , of Japan , court the acquaintance
of all nations , and especially a thor-
ough knowledge of our greatest and
nearest neighbor , America . We also
wish by all fair and friendly means to
have Americans get acquainted with
us and our life in Japan , for acquaint-
ance makes for peace and good will ,
and peace and good will induce comity.
and trade beneficial to all ."
The mingling of the Japanese and
white people in Hawaii is apparently
being carried on , not with rancor and
mistrust , but in a most friendly and
co-operating spirit .



Education in China
The Working -out of a Great Problem

That China is gradually working out
the great problem of educating its
young people along modern lines is be-
coming more and more evident . The na-
ture of the problem can best be appre-
ciated when it is considered that it was
only five years ago that the old exami-
nation system was done away with ,and
a system of education along new lines
inaugurated , a system to be established
with few or no teachers educated on
modern lines , and with few or no avail-
able funds . That such a revolution
could be effected at once is impossible .
The measure of success attained in
some Provinces is remarkable , notably
in and near Peking . Six years ago in
schools in the metropolitan Province
of Chihli there were only about 8,000
students , while now there are nearly
250,000 in modern schools . The schools
conducted under the supervision of the
Chihli provincial board of education
now include , among facilities afforded
in the Province by the Government , in-
dependent of mission or other schools ,
one university at Tientsin , one provin-
cial college at Paotingfu , seventeen in-
dustrial schools , three high normal
schools , forty -nine elementary normal
schools , two medical schools , three for-
eign language schools , eight commer-
cial schools , five agriculture schools ,
thirty middle schools , one hundred and
seventy -four upper primary schools ,
one hundred and one mixed-grade pri-
mary schools , 8,534 lower primary
schools , one hundred and thirty -one
girls ' schools , and one hundred and
seventy - four half -day and night
schools . The university at Tientsin
has the reputation of being the best in-
stitution of the sort in China , but the
Imperial University at Peking is de-
veloping rapidly and will soon be a
strong institution .
Concerning the college and univer-
sity situation as a whole , a well -known
American interested in educational
work in China says :-"Educational de-
velopment continues . At the capital ,
in particular , plans are already in pro-

•

cess of execution which will make the
uiversity there at least the equal of the
finely equipped Imperial Peiyang Uni-
versity at Tientsin , with advanced
courses and magnificent new buildings
outside of the city wall ; the new staff is
already at work , but the buildings are
yet mostly on paper . In the other
large centers good , steady work is be-
ing done in the Government colleges
and schools ; and in the country , in
towns and villages , the number of
schools is gradually increasing , not in a
particular way , but as an already well-
recognized part of the machinery of
public affairs . During the year exami-
nations have been held , first at several
different centers , then , for the stu-
dents successful there , a final series of
examinations at Peking , which has re-
sulted in the selection of a limited
number who are to take up further pre-
liminary studies in China in order to
prepare them definitely to go for ad-
vanced education in America . From
time to time students already educated
in foreign countries have been return-
ing ready and often devotedly eager to
enter the service of their country with
truly patriotic motives . So far as edu-
cation can help to solve the problems
that confront China constantly , there
is a good hope in all these move-
ments ."
In the more remote Provinces the
situation is not so promising . The com-
missioner of customs at Chungking in
his last report gives an outline of the
school establishments in Szechuan
Province . He reports that primary
schools , teaching Chinese and a little.
arithmetic and geography, exist in con-
siderable numbers scattered through-
out the Province . In Chengtu and the
more advanced prefectural cities , Eng-
lish , elementary mathematics and drill
are generally added to the curriculum
of these schools , but these schools lack
good teachers and equipment , "and in
all smaller cities and market towns are
little in advance of the old type of Chi-
nese schools ." That is said to be the
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case also in other Provinces . The mid-
dle schools , which the regulations of
the board of education requires shall
exist in every prefectural and district
city, exist now only in the prefectural
cities . About four years ago almost
every district city established one , but
either from lack of students or from in-
experience they are now nearly all
closed . Only in the larger prefectural
cities are they well organized . The
subjects taught are Chinese , English ,
elementary mathematics and science ,
history , geography, ethics , and phys-
ical exercises .
A university was provided in Sze-
chuan Province six years ago . It was
the first school in the Province to teach
modern subjects . The university , there-
fore , must have begun its career as a
very elementary school . It has 300
students , and the arts course consists
of the Chinese classics ,classics , English ,
French , history , ethics , political econ-
omy, and some mathematics ; the sci-
ence course , of English , mathematics ,
chemistry, physics , and natural history .
Chemical and physical laboratories
have been equipped , and recently the
staff consisted of one English , three
American , three Japanese , and several
Chinese professors . In various other

provincial capitals the colleges estab-
lished in line with the imperial decree
revolutionizing the educational meth-
ods of the country are growing rapidly
and are doing advanced work , those at
Hangchow , Foochow , and Canton be-
ing particularly favorably mentioned .
In these colleges quite a number of
American university men are em-
ployed . The greatest need in this work
in China , according to Consular and
Trade Reports , is modern educated
teachers , foreign or native . China's
currency is on a silver and copper ba-
sis and its taxes for educational and
municipal purposes are collected on
that basis . The payment of foreign.
teachers , assuming they are paid at
least as much in China as they receive
for the same service in America , repre-
sents more than double the money
from a Chinese standpoint which the
same amount in gold does in the
United States , and foreign teachers .
therefore are expensive . Nevertheless
the number of foreign teachers is large
and is increasing , and their work is
having a marked influence upon Chi-
nese progress . The general condition.
of the educational movement in China
is regarded by practically all authori-
ties as encouraging .

The Railways of Korea
Concerning the general railway situ-
ation the Director of the Railway Bu-
reau of Korea in a recent interview
said : "It is generally recognized that
a thorough provision for the means of
communication in Chosen ( Korea ) is
of pressing need . Hence , it is a mat-
ter of congratulation that the construc-
tion of the railways decided upon is to
be accelerated and the projected lines.
built as speedily as possible . While a
network of railways throughout the
Korean Peninsula is very desirable , for
the present we must be content with
some additions to those already in ex-
istence . When the work on the Seoul-
Wonsan and Honam lines , now going

on but not being specially hurried , is
completed , the total amount spent in
railway construction in Korea will
reach $65,000,000 , and a further dis-
bursement of $65,000,000 will give Ko-
rea sufficient railways . When the con-

struction of the Antung -Mukden Rail-
way is completed , the line between
Seoul and Fusan will become the worst
of all lines between Japan and Europe ,
and it will be found necessary to im-
prove it , but instead of expenditures
for such improvement it is better to
start new work with the money which
would be required therefor .
"The improvement work now in
progress on the Seoul -Wiju line may
be expected to be finished by March ,
1913 , two years sooner than was con-
templated , and the bridge work on the
Yalu , which was expected to be fin-
ished in 1912 , will be completed in
October , 1911. Materials ordered from
the United States for the bridge are
arriving at Chemulpo , and some has al-
ready been landed . In short all railway
work in Korea has made more progress
than was expected ."



Proverbs of the Japanese

The Japanese , like every other peo-
ple of the world , have a great number
of proverbs . Some of them have come
from India and China , while inter-
course with the Occident , and particu-
larly with America , has in these Twen-
tieth Century days , added a very gen-
erous supply . Of these latter , "Time
is money ," is one straight from the
hearthstones of Yankee land that has
been hugged tight to the Japanese
breast , and is perhaps more quoted in
casual speech than any other . It ap-
pealed wonderfully to the people of
Nippon , for much of its meaning spells
exactly what the recrudescence of the
Island Empire comprehends . Another
that in popular estimation comes close
to it is the one that reads , "Heaven
helps those who help themselves ."
Japan believes in this proverb too . She
has recognized its wisdom .
Human minds being fundamentally
alike , the world over , it is natural that
there should be similar proverbs in
the East and the West . In Japan , one
says , "Not until you have children of
your own , are you properly grateful to
your parents ." The Italian proverb is ,"Who has no children does not know
what love is ." The Chinese say,
"Neither year nor month wait for
man ." The English and others have
it , "Time and tide wait for no man ."
There is a Japanese proverb , "Don't
count the skins of badgers not yet
caught ." This of course corresponds
to the familiar English saying, "Don't
count your chickens before they are
hatched ." The Japanese saying , "Men
come to God when they are in trouble ,"
is the equivalent of the English saying ,
"Some are atheists only in fair weath-
er." The Japanese proverb , "Work on
festive days and pay for medicines ,"
ridicules those who are always lack-
ing in the useful qualities of diligence
and temperance , and who therefore
must pay the usual penalty . A similar
proverb is , "Lazyboots working on a
holiday ."
Kyoto is the ancient capital of Japan ,
but its people do not feel exactly com-

plimented when those from.from other
places says , "The most plentiful things
in Kyoto are women and temples ." It
is true , nevertheless . Then there is
another saying, "Girls from Kyoto ;
men from the East ." The implication
is that there are no girls in Japan quite
so lovely as those from Kyoto , and that
no men are so gallant as those from
Eastern Japan , Tokyo , the modern cap-
ital being the center of the section .
"The reign of a wife and the blast of
the northerly wind ," will undoubtedly
be understood by the mere man of ev-
ery nationality in this day of the mili-
tant suffragette . "Fire and quarrel are
the flowers of Tokyo ," is difficult of
comprehension to Western people , but
in a wooden -built city like Tokyo , fires
occur frequently and make a splendid
display . Not necessarily indifferent to
others ' sufferings , the people of Tokyo
have become so accustomed to fire that
they are able to joke about it. They are
proud that they can look upon fire as
a mere flowery display . Again they
are quick -tempered and not ashamed to
disclose that trait upon the slightest
provocation . Quarrels are so common
that they often serve as still another
kind of public entertainment . Of late ,
however, things are much changed ,
through the influx of modern civiliza-
tion . It is also said of Tokyo people
that they "Never spend money kept
over night ." This means that they nev-
er keep their money over night , and
this indifference to money is still the
pride of the born Tokyoite . There are
hundreds of other proverbs , quite as
apt as many of those essentially West-
ern . Be it said , however, that if the
Japanese ever learned that one , credit-
ed to Spain , "Never do to -day what you
can put off to the morrow ," they have
very carefully forgotten it . An ancient
Japanese proverb had it, "Never trust
a woman, even if she has borne you
seven children ." The Japanese are dis-
carding this proverb , owing to West-
ern influence . "When unreason has its
way , reason draws back ," has no ref-
erence to this condition .



The Japanese are Warned

While Japan is supposed by at least a
portion of the American people to have
ambitions of many and various kinds ,
the Japanese it is evident have troubles
of their own , and troubles of absorbing
interest . It assuredly is not all cakes
and honey with the men who are direct-
ing , with all their strength , the desti-
nies of Nippon . The Nichi -Nichi , a
leading newspaper of Tokyo , in a dis-
cussion of Japan's problems in a recent
issue says : "The year 1910 was a
peaceful year, even such an event as
the annexation of Korea , which
changed the color of a little sec-
tion of the world's map , being ef-
fected without recourse to arms . The
Anglo -Japanese alliance and the Russo-
Japanese convention in the Far East ,
the Triple Alliance and Triple Ententes
in Europe , have all contributed to
peace and to the assurance of a
peaceful year to come . But the
peace that a nation has to maintain
is both internal and external . Inter-
nally it must deal with social prob-
lems , and externally with international
relations .
"Peace cannot be maintained by a
policy of abnegation and non -activity ,
but only through strenuous effort and

the most constant and arduous strug-
gle . Nations are compelled to bear in-
creased expenditures , both for pen-
sions and Dreadnoughts , with the in-
evitable result of increasing taxation
and the public debt . This burden is
increasing year by year , and is the
price of peace . It is the irony of mod-
ern civilization that each nation must
pay this price that it may be known
as civilized , and no nation can evade
this heavy burden if it would preserve
peace .
"As to the future , we cannot but be
impressed by the difficulties that lie in
the path of the nation . Rome was not
built in a day ; and it is obvious that a
nation must be in the plenitude of its
strength , with an abundance of mate-
rial wealth , before it can hope to solve
its problems . We Japanese are too
prone to point to the nation's progress
since the Russo-Japanese War . We
have no desire to criticize this senti-
ment . But the nation's progress , as
demanded by modern civilization , does
not consist in the mere changing of the
color of bits of territory on the map of
the world ; and we sincerely wish that
both government and people may heed
this warning ."

Commercial and Industrial Notes

AMERICAN COTTON GOODS IN MAN-
CHURIA .—William B. Duke , the Ameri-
can tobacco magnate , has the distinc-
tion of having almost entirely ousted
the Japanese cigarette from the Man-
churian market . The Manmo Shoko
Iho magazine , published in Tiehling ,
in a recent issue states that Mr. Duke
has also begun a vigorous campaign
for the selling of American cotton
goods in Manchuria . It says that he
has guaranteed the cotton mills in the
Southern states a profit of fifteen per
cent . on all cotton goods he takes from
them , and that he will sell the goods at
the prices prevailing at the time of de-

livery . It adds that the Chinese deal-
ers will undoubtedly prefer this ar-
rangement to that involving the mak-
ing of a contract to purchase before-
hand , because it will decrease the risk
of price fluctuations . It believes that
there can be no question as to the su-
periority of the American goods in
quality , though their price is thirty
cents per piece higher . Japanese cot-
ton goods exported to Manchuria
amount in value to 20,000,000 yen . Jap-
anese exporters anticipate that the con-
test for the Manchurian market will be
one of the keenest in the commercial
history of the Far East .
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JAPANESE LACQUER .- Japanese lac-
quer ware promises to become of great
commercial importance , says Yoshizo
Fujiwara , representative of the Osaka
lacquer ware dealers ' guild at the re-
cent Anglo - Japanese Exhibition.
London . Lacquer ware is largely de-
manded in England and France , but
it is for foreigners difficult to distin-
guish the true Japanese make from the
German imitations . The climatic con-
dition in those countries being similar
to that in Japan , the ware lasts longer
than in America .

JAPANESE PORCELAIN .-The export
value of Japanese porcelain in 1910 was
5,513,923 yen, as against 5,257,832 yen
in 1909 and 5,078,222 yen in 1908. The
1910 buyers were : China 236,847 yen ,
Hongkong 260,525 yen, India 146,126
yen , England 318,629 yen , France 117,872
yen , Germany 195,601 yen , and the
United States 2,782,073 ven . Thus , it
is seen that America took more than
half of the amount exported . Japanese
porcelain is now in demand chiefly in
the form of art objects for decorative
purposes . Manufacturers are planning
to make a grade of goods that may be
used in place of the ordinary crockery .

MINES IN MANCHURIA .-A rich min-
ing district , covering thirty -five square
miles in the neighborhood of Tunghwa
and Hwaijen , Manchuria , is to be de-
veloped by a British company , the
Chuanli Manchurian Development
Company . The mining concessions
were obtained four years ago from the
Chinese Government by H. A. Bush , an
Englishman in Yingkow , and were as-
signed to the South Manchurian Syn-
dicate of London . The Chuan -Li
Company which has succeeded to the
concessions , is capitalized at 4,000,000
yen , and is represented by Mr. Bush .
The mines are pronounced remarkably
rich by a London expert , and appraised
at 140,000,000 yen by Mr. Tsukuda ,
Vice -Governor of the Industrial Bank
of Japan .

SOUTH KOREAN ELECTRIC COMPANY .
-The construction of an electric rail-
way between Fusan and Laju , and be-
tween Taiku and Masan , with a water
power electric station capable of de-

veloping 4,800 kilowatts , is planned . A
35,000,000 yen company to carry out
the scheme is being promoted by Jiro
Katsura , Gengaku Mudaguchi and other
business men of Tokyo , and application
has been made to the local authorities for
permission to undertake the work .

GRAPHITE FROM KOREA .-That rare
mineral , graphite , is produced to a con-
siderable extent in Yongheung , Ham-
gyongdo , Korea . It is eighty to eighty-
two percent . fine on the average , as
compared with the seventy -five per
cent . of the Italian product . Zenzaburo
Yamashita , owner of the Korean mine ,
has exported 2,000 tons to America and
4,000 tons to England . He has now
secured the cooperation of Kihachiro

Japan , and expects to extend his mar-
Okura , one of the great capitalists of

ket to Germany and Austria .

REDEMPTION OF GOVERNMENT BONDS .

for redemption by the Imperial Japa-
-The following bonds have been called

nese Government , on May 25 , 1911 , in
Japan , at par : Imperial Japanese Gov-
ernment Exchequer Bonds (Mark D )
issued in 1905 , third series . Imperial
Japanese Government Exchequer
bonds issued under the Tobacco Mon-
opoly Law (Mark E ) , issued in 1905 .
(Mark H ) Issued in 1908. The Yoko-
hama Specie Bank , 55 Wall Street ,
New York , has been authorized by the
Japanese Government for the conven-
ence of the holders of these bonds , to
purchase them on or after the above
date at the current rate of exchange on
Japan , or at the option of the holders ,
to make application to exchange them
for the four per cent . Internal Loan
Bonds , first series , at the rate of yen
95 per 100 , at any time before or after
the date of redemption . Should the
holder wish to anticipate the redemp-

bank is authorized by the Imperial
tion of any of the above bonds , the

Japanese Government to purchase them
subject to a discount at the rate of five
per cent . per annum .

NEW JAPANESE STEAMER LAUNCHED .
-The launching , on February 18th ,
from the Mitsu Bishi Dockyard and
Engine Works , Nagasaki , of the Toyo
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Kisen Kaisha's new liner , Shinyo
Maru , said to be the greatest merchant
vessel ever built in the Far East , and a
sistership to the Tenyo Maru and Chi-
yo Maru , is reported . It differs from
these in an increase of gross tonnage
from 13,500 to 13,700 tons , of horse-
power from 16,850 to 20,000 , and of
speed from nineteen knots to twenty-
one knots , and a decrease of one -fifth
in first -class passenger accommoda-
tions . With a full complement of pas-
sengers and crew she will carry about
1,300 persons . The Shinyo Maru will
draw a subsidy from the Japanese Gov-
ernment .

A JAPANESE INVENTION .-The Chu-
gai Shogyo reports that the M. E. re-
flecting electric bulb invented by Mura-
koshi Kogoro , assistant in the Electri-
cal Section of the Polytechnic College
of the Tokyo Imperial University , is
destined to revolutionize the electrical
world . The M. E. bulb is described as
an embodiment of two different inven-
tions for which patents have been taken
out. The first invention was of a bulb
to which a reflecting mirror is attached ,
but it was found that the silvered sur-
face of the mirror was not strong
enough to resist the heat of the bulb ,
so that after numerous experiments Mr.
Murakoshi invented a process of elec-
tro -plating the glass or porcelain plates
under a proper device . The process
for which the inventor has taken out a
patent forms a valuable invention , ast
the mirror manufactured by the proc-

ess withstands the high heat emitted

KONDO
& CO.

SAJURO KONDO . Proprietor

Importer of
Japanese Curios
and Novelties
Branch Store

1543-45 Boardwalk

Atlantic City, N. J.

by the filaments . The light which the
M. E. reflecting bulb emits is so strong
that the bulb makes an ordinary ten-
candle light equal to a sixteen - candle
light , and twenty candle light
equal to thirty -two candle light by ab-
sorbing and distributing the light that
is wasted in the ordinary bulbs . The
chief characteristic of the M. E. bulb
lies in its solidarity and cheapness . The
filament used in the bulb is made of
strong vegetable fibres instead of deli-
cate filaments used in ordinary bulbs ,
and the consumption of the electric
current does not exceed 23.8 kwts .

Japanese Money , Weights and
Measures .

Yen 100 sen, 2s . 02 d., or about 50 cents
(U. S. C ) .

Kin= 160 momme ………….....1.323 lb. avoirdupois
Kwan 1,000 momme ....8.267 lbs . avoirdupois
Cho 60 ken ........ 1/15 mile , 5.4229 chains
Cho , land measure .

Koku , liquid ..
Koku , dry ....

YOKOHAMA ,
JAPAN

.2.45 acres

39.7033 gallons

.4.9629 bushels

SAN FRANCISCO ,
CAL .

Nippon Dry Goods Co.
Manufacturers of

EMBROIDERY and DRAWN WORK

621 Broadway , New York City
Kimonos

Mandarin Coats and Hankerchiefs a specialty

Main Store

1031 Boardwalk , Atlantic City, N. J.

Branch Store
218 Oliver Avenue
Pittsburg , Pa.
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THE BANK OF KOREA
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Bankers to the Government ofKorea
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·
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The Yokohama Specie Bank , Ltd.
Capital [Paid -up] : Yen 24,000,000 Reserve Fund : Yen 15,900,000

HEAD OFFICE : YOKOHAMA
ForHead Office . Every description of Banking business transacted .

particulars , apply to the Manager . Certified cheques on this Bank will be
taken by the Custom House as cash in payment of duty . Special Safe
Deposit Boxes are provided in the Vaults of the Bank .

T. KAWASHIMA , Manager .
Branches and Agencies :

Osaka
London
San Francisco
Hongkong

Tokyo
Nagasaki

Hankow
Peking

New York Dairen (Dalny)
Bombay Tiehling

NEW YORK AGENCY : 55 Wall Street .

Newchwang
Liaoyang
Antung -Hsien
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Ryojun (Port Arthur ) Fengtien (Mukden ) Changchun

Lyons
Honolulu
Shanghai
Tientsin

Correspondents at all the chief commercial cities in the world .
Reitaro Ichinomiya , Mgr .

President :
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Directors :

Nagatane Soma , Esq .
Riemon Kimura , Esq .
Ippei Wakao , Esq .
Masunosuke Adagiri ,

Esq .
Tchunosuke Kawashi-

ma, Esq .
Kokichi Sonoda , Esq .
Rokuro Hara , Esq .
Yuki Yamakawa, Esq .
Viscount Yataro Mishi-

ma
Hyokichi Bekkey , Esq .
General Manager :
Yuki Yamakawa, Esq .
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TRANS -PACIFIC LINE
Between Tacoma , Wash .. Yokohama and Kobe in
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JAPAN INLAND SEA AND COASTING LINES
Maintained by 65 Steamers on 25 Different Lines ;
Give access to the Most Beautiful Scenery in Japan .
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(MITSUI BUSSAN KAISHA LTD .)
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Surugacho , Tokyo , Japan
34 Lime Street , London , E. C.
445 Broome Street , N. Y. City
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CONTRACTORS OF COAL to the Imperial Japanese Navy and Arsenals , the State Railways , Princi-
pal Railway Companies , Industrial Works , the United States Army Transport Service , and Home and
Foreign Mail and Freight Steamers .
SOLE PROPRIETORS of the famous Miike , Tagawa, Yamano and Ida Coal Mines , and Sole Agents for
Hondo, Kanada , Kishima , Mameda , Maunoura , Ohuoura , Ohtsji , Sasahara , Tohmiyama, Tsubakuro ,
Yoshio , Ymuokibara , Takae, Fushun and other Coals .

South Manchuria Railway
Shortest and quickest route between the Far East and Europe , via Darien

MAIN RAILWAY LINE
THRICE WEEKLY EXPRESS TRAIN SERVICE , composed of excellently equipped Sleeping , Dining

and First Class Cars , is operated between Dairen and Changchun in connection with the Trans -SiberianTrains and with Shanghai Mail Steamers .
BRANCH RAILWAY LINES

Fushun Line-For the famous Fushun Colliery fromSuchiatun Junction . Antung Line-A light rail-way from Mukden to Antung connecting with theKorean Railway .

Ryojun Line For Ryojun (Port Arthur ) , 1½ hoursfrom Dairen. Yingkou Line-For Yingkou
(Newchwang ) , 40 minutes from Tashihchiao
Junction .

DAIREN -SHANGHAI DIRECT STEAMER SERVICE- is maintained TWICE -WEEKLY by the S. 8. "KobeMaru" and "Saikio Maru" (2,877 tons each .)
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