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INTERVIEW AND UPLOAD PROCESS

* Participants volunteer to have their story recorded, are photographed
and are encouraged to share any artifacts with the interviewer to
illustrate their narrative.They include tools or sentimental items
brought on the journey Italy to Canada, as well as photos and letters.

* Participants may share as much or as little as they wish. Every story is a
unique treasure and has immeasurable value.

* |nterviewers then transcribe the interview and write an abstract or
overview of the interview.

The Jtalian Heritage Project
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¢ Transcription, abstract and accompanying photos are curated and
uploaded to the Italian Heritage Website by the webmaster and thus
contribute to an online exhibit.




The Guelph Italian Heritage Project

Meet the Participants = Register/Contribute an Jtem = Donors = Standardized Text = The Jtalian Heritage Project = Neatline

Meet the Participants Artistic Representation

The Italian Heritage Project is an initiative in collaboration with the Italian Canadian Archives Project (ICAP) and the University of Guelph, that was
born of a fortunate convergence of events. The principal aims of The Italian Heritage project are to collect and preserve the narratives and
artifacts of Italian immigrants to Canada, and the Guelph-Wellington area specifically, while also instituting the participation of students at the
University of Guelph and inviting the collaboration of members of the wider community.

The necessity of preserving the cultural heritage and artifacts of Italian-Canadian immigrants coincided with the acknowledged need of the
language programs at the university of Guelph to institute an experiential learning component in the core language courses. Thus the impulse for
increased community engagement and interest in preserving the Italian-Canadian experience resulted in the creation of the /talian Heritage
Project.

Dr. Sandra Parmegiani, Head of both the European Studies and of Italian Studies departments in the School of Languages and Literatures (SOLAL)
at U of G, recognized the opportunity to address these separate and yet mutually supportive objectives. In collaboration with SOLAL, Parmegiani
launched a community engaged core course for the Italian Minor students, utilizing a guided, independent study approach for the Italian Minor.
Sharon Findlay, student, began working with the U of G Library to build the website as a place to collect, curate, and ‘exhibit’ the material
assembled during the experiential learning course on a locally hosted version of OMEKA (a web based platform designed for academic standard
collections and virtual exhibits).

The website does not substitute a physical archive but rather allows for the expansion of the digital aspect while growing and developing a
material archive which will ultimately be housed in the local community. Naturally, the formation of the website supports knowledge mobilization
while increasing the ease of use and accessibility to other virtual exhibits in museums, libraries, and academic settings. Although the Italian
Heritage Project website is still in the developmental stages, it is rapidly expanding and improving as more material is submitted and curated.
Our proposal is to make italianheritage.lib.uoguelph.ca collaborative virtual repository affiliated to ICAP and to the heritage work of individual
communities.

On a human level, collecting the oral histories of often older contributors and glimpsing the reality of their lived experience is a deeply moving
and validating exercise for both the student interviewer and the participants. Several students have been moved to research their own family
histories, some tracing the stories of relatives who have passed, discovering fascinating details and even unraveling decades old mysteries about
the lives of their own ancestors that otherwise miaht have been lost forever.

GUELPH ITALIAN
HERITAGE PROJECT AN
OMEKA BASED
VVEBSITE
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* Omeka is a free, flexible, and
open-source web-publishing
platform for the display of
library, museum, archives, and
scholarly collections and

exhibitions.” www.omeka.org
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In 1953, Livia Tonin (Figure 1) left the small lalian
town of Casacorba, in the Veneto region of Northem ltaly,
embarking on an 11-day sea voyage from Genoa to Halifax
Nova Scotia, and into an unknown future. She bid goodbye
to her childhood home, a two-bedroom flat which housed 18
immediate and extended family members, along with their
cow. After a long passage across the Atlantic Ocean, Livia
amived in Halifax and joumeyed by train to Guelph, Ontario,
where she was finally met by her fiancé, Gino. Together they
built @ new kife, one punctuated by trials, tribulations, and
adventures.

Livia’s account is one of several stories recently
exhibited by the fralian Heritage Project, an experiential
leaming initiative at the University of Guelph whose aim is
to collect and curate personal namatives, oral histories, and
physical artifacts contributed by lhalian imigrants to
Canada, particulardy those within the Guelph-Wellington
area. Developed in collaboration with the Italian Canadian
Archives Project (ICAP) and aided by a grant from the
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the ltalian Heritage
Project consists of an experiential leaming course connected
to an online repository hosted by the University of Guelph’s
MecLaughlin Library.

The project’s genesis was in the fall semester of the
2015-2016 academic year, when an experiential keaming and
community engagement component was added to the core
language cumiculum at the School of Languages and
Literatures, a department of the College of Ans. This
addition coincided with a more general need to preserve
Italian-Canadian cultural hentage. To this end, Dr. Sandra
Parmegiani, Head of European Studies and ltalian Studies at
the d began a ity-engaged ienti
leaming course for students who had declared a minor in
Italian Studies and who wished to preserve the stories of the
local halian-Canadian community. The author, one of Dr.
Parmegiani's students, enrolled in a Digital Humanities
Summer Workshop at the University of Guelph’s
McLaughlin Library and worked with the Ebrary's staff to
build the website. Using a locally-hosted version of Omeka,
an online platform for digital collections and exhibits, the
Iralian Heritage Project website displays material gathered
and assembled in the experiential leaming course. Students’

ich and ity members’ collaby form

Although the fralian Heritage Project s still in
development, those involved intend to continue building the
website as a collaborative, ICAP-affiliated repository in
which the heritage work conducted in individual Itakian-
Canadian communities can be shared. Beyond the project’s
digital boundaries, students and community members are
currently planning a physical archive which will eventually
be housed in the Guelph-Wellington community.

For many ofthe contributors and students, collecting or
sharing these stories has been a deeply moving experience.
Contributors” stories and artifacts afford an intimate glimpse
into the lived experiences of Italian kvigrants to Canada.
Tradesmen and women brought their tooks, their Jetters, and
their jewelry, mostly things of sentimental valie. These
objects now offer us a delightful insight into the lives of
these individuals who redefined themselves and embraced
new and complex composite identities.

Livia Tonin did not bring many belongings when she
set out from Casacorba: a few clothes, some essentials, and a
small alam clock which today she keeps in a display cabinet
in her living room Recalling her joumey, Livia recounted
losing her engagement ring while she washed her hands mid-
voyage. The cause of much trepidation en route, the mishap
later d much kbugh d Gino, her then-flancé
and later husband, never replaced it! After settling down in
her adoptive home of Canada, Livia never booked back: she
did not moum the loss of her chiddhood home. Canada
became her home and she adopted it with joy and
determination. Other participants  shared some of the
obstacles which they encountered in Canada and which made
them question their resolve. One related the experience of
giving birth in a hospital in which none of the doctors or
nurses could communicate in her native Htalian. Another
contributor did not intend to leave ltaly forever; despite
having lived in Guelph for more than five decades, he is
always planning his retum.

Since its inception, several student researchers working
on the Jtalian Heritage Project have been moved to research
their own family histories. As one student, Alaina Osbome,
noted in her work on her family archive, “The photographs
represent layers of historical, social and personal meaning
that affect how I choose to articulate the namatives of my

g " lives [..] Because [ am related to the subjects

the pillars of the project.

of my research, my matemal grandparents, 1 am innately
enwtionally tied to their individual stories. (Italian Heritage
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Project 2016). Through the exploration of family documents,
heiloons, and antifacts, and by tracing the stories of
relatives who have passed, students have pieced together

P details, even ling d mysteries
aboutthe lives of their ancestors.

These stories, at once deeply personal and yet able to
transcend cultural bamiers, speak to fundamental human
experience and help to constitute a shared Canadian history.
By collecting, curating, and sharing these stories, the ltalian
Heritage Project engages in a selective and productive
dialogue with history and with cultural heritage as it explores
the intivate relationship between Canada and its migrant
populations. Contributors” stories are eloquent testi of

The Italian Heritage Project (Findlay)

these stories risk disappearance as populations age and
memories fade. The ftalian Heritage Project hopes to afford
the oral histories, memories, and lived experiences of the
Ialian-Canadian  community of Guelph-Wellington (and
beyond) a place where they can be collected, curated, and
preserved.
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migration, a theme which s particularly resonant today. Yet

Figure 1: Livia Tonin, 1953, Kindly reproduced with permiission fromLivia

Tonin and the lralian Heritage Project.
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Preserving the narratives of immigrants to the Guelph-Wellington region

Meet a Participant: Giovanni Giardino

= W - v of Gl o ke Qe Sieet  Sourtee G

+ Ermigrotud b2 Gusph fom Aceca Son Giwnr 1 1967 o the cgecl 20

Asakor by trocde, e come 1o Canada in orde 1o

Whan g a b i faly became erecingly Geficut
© Ve recomied 0 perssres akzey of hard worh ond socrtice: recd g 3 1ime when te werked
1w 0 b renting s 75t ehop on MacDonne Sireet

+ Ho 5 peoud of 1V sccees ond 1he few e he oncl s Samily crootedin Guekoh, but
wrensed fuuing form of S, ca wed 03 & chsive 15 el by cne doy

22 yocrs alter amagrofing he 3¥ has focks of e o be ErougH Wi hm oo e fcusrey

o Conoda, nchating.
+ Lone Yokor’s ecissces
+ Coabheaded ron

Key Themes From Interviews

The reshasing of kiertity and the migronts”
rekasonship wiih Canano

The saductvs werkings of mamery, pasad
Latwesn Sorguating and remerbarie.
The need to preserve materol herfoge
Farme; cortraring thesr mminect oss.

Condlusions

Collecting the oral histories
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Welcome to Italian-Canadian Narratives Showcase

The Italian-Canadian Narratives Showcase (ICNS) is an initiative born in 2019 at the University of Guelph. Inspired by the work of ICAP
(Italian-Canadian Archives Project), ICNS presents Italian-Canadian individual and collective histories and provides examples of
different ways in which public and privately held materials —writings, photos, newspaper articles, documents, professional tools,
everyday objects, etc. can be used to share the Italian-Canadian contribution to Canada’s evolving narrative, past and present. Projects
reflect Italian-Canadian experiences from across Canada and they are meant to spark ideas for how public and personal materials can
be shared with Canadians and the world. ICNS is a platform for communities, academics and individuals to share their curated Italian-
Canadian materials, to draw experiences between generations, to teach students and to alert researchers to the wealth of experiences

that reside in Canada.
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Giving Birth: Italian-Canadian Migration and Motherhood

Sharon Findlay
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